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Detailed Action 



Amendment 



1 . This office action is in response to applicant's amendment dated 5-16-05 and this action 
is non-final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-5, 8-15, 17-27, 30, 35-36, 39-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 4,012,808 to Strong. 

Referring to claim 1, Strong discloses a device for treating meat products comprising, at 
least one treatment section - at 10,14, having a space for accommodating the products - see for 
example figures 1-2, and a discharge device - at 30,32 and/or 40,42,44, for discharging the 
products from the space of the treatment section - see for example figures 1 and 3, wherein the 
discharge device can assume a discharging position - see figure 3, for discharging products from 
the space for accommodation - see figure 3, and an inactive state - see figure 3, wherein in the 
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discharging position the discharge device is located at least partially within the space that 
accommodates the products - see for example 40,44, in figure 3. 

Referring to claim 2, Strong discloses the discharge device is moved between the 
discharging position and the inactive state with an actuating device - at 1 6-22 as seen in figure 1 . 

Referring to claim 3, Strong discloses each treatment section is provided with its own 
actuating device - see at 16-22 in figure 1, since parent claim 1 states that there can be only one 
treatment section than the claim limitation of each treatment section can mean only one treatment 
section. 

Referring to claim 4, Strong discloses the actuating device - at 16-22, is common to a 
plurality of treatment sections - at 10,14,30,32, - see for example figure 1. 

Referring to claim 5, Strong discloses the actuating device comprises a rod - at 16, which 
can be actuated from outside the device - see at 18-22 in figure 1. 

Referring to claim 8, Strong discloses the actuating device - at 16-22, generates a control 
signal after the discharge device of the treatment section has been moved into the discharge 
position - as seen in figure 3 - see for example figure 1 and column 3 lines 5-15, where control 
signals are sent to the motor - at 20, when the device is in operation including when the 
treatment section is in the discharge position. 

Referring to claim 9, Strong discloses the at least one treatment section - at 10,14,30,32, 
comprises at least a first treatment section - at 10,14,30,32, and a section treatment section - at 
any other of 10,14,30,32 as seen in figure 1, through which the products pass in succession - see 
for example figure 1, and wherein the actuating device - at 16-22, is designed to move the 
discharge device - at 30,32, and/or 40,42,44, of the second treatment into its discharging position 
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before moving the discharge device of the first treatment section - at 30,32, and/or 40,42,44, into 
its discharge position - see for example figure 1 . 

Referring to claim 10, Strong discloses the at least one treatment section - at 10,14,30,32, 
comprises at least a first treatment section - at 10,14,30,32, and a section treatment section - at 
any other of 10,14,30,32 as seen in figure 1, through which the products pass in succession - see 
for example figure 1, and wherein the actuating device - at 16-22, is designed to move the 
discharge device - at 30,32, and/or 40,42,44, of the first and second treatment sections into their 
discharging position at substantially the same time - see for example figures 1-3, where at least 
one of the items 30,32 and 40,42, are at least in position to discharge the meat product. 

Referring to claim 11, Strong discloses the treatment device comprises at least one 
massaging element - at any one of 40,42, and the discharge device - at 44, interact with the at 
least one massaging element to assume the discharging position - see for example figures 1 and 
3. 

Referring to claim 12, Strong discloses the treatment device is designed to move with the 
aid of a drive - at 16-22 - see for example figure 1. 

Referring to claim 13, Strong discloses the at least one treatment section - at 10,14, 
comprises a plurality of treatment sections - at 10,14 - see figure 1, and wherein the movement 
of the treatment devices of at least two of the plurality of treatment sections differs - see for 
example figure 1 and column 3 lines 5-15 where the speed of the drive motor - at 20 is variable 
and thus move the treatment sections differently giving the different speeds of the drive motor. 

Referring to claim 14, Strong discloses the treatment device - at 10,14, is designed to be 
rotated - see for example at items 16-22 in figure 1. 
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Referring to claim 15, Strong discloses the at least one treatment section - at 10,14, 
comprises a plurality of treatment sections - at 10,14 - see figure 1, and wherein the treatment 
devices of at least two of the plurality of treatment sections having a common bearing - see at 16 
and the shaft through the center of item 1 8 in figure 1 . 

Referring to claim 17, Strong discloses the treatment devices - at 10,14, of at least two of 
the plurality of treatment sections are mounted on the same shaft - at 16 - see figure 1 . 

Referring to claim 18, Strong discloses the treatment device rotates in a rotational 
direction about a substantially horizontal axis - see at 16 in figure 1 . 

Referring to claim 1 9, Strong discloses the treatment device comprises at least one 
surface - at 10,14,20,32,40,42, oriented at an angle to the rotational direction of the treatment 
device - see for example figures 1-3. 

Referring to claim 20, Strong discloses the treatment device comprises a plurality of 
surfaces - at 10,14 and 30,32 or 40,42, oriented at an angle to each other to form at least one 
point - see for example figures 1-3. 

Referring to claim 21, Strong discloses the vertex angle of the at least one point is at least 
approximately 45 degrees - see for example figures 1-3 and column 3 lines 33-68. 

Referring to claim 22, Strong discloses wherein the plurality of surfaces form a plurality 
of points - see at 10,14,30,32,40,42 in figures 2-3, separated in the treatment section a distance 
from one another - see for example figures 2-3. 

Referring to claim 23, Strong discloses the treatment device is asymmetrically-shaped - 
see at 10,14, in figures 1-3. 
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Referring to claim 24, Strong discloses the plurality of surfaces form a plurality of points 

- see for example figures 2-3, and wherein at least some of the points have differing dimensions 

- see for example at 30,32 and 40,42 in figures 2-3 and column 3 lines 33-68. 

Referring to claim 25, Strong discloses the surfaces are integral with a wall of the 
treatment section - see for example - at 10 and 30,32 or 40,42 in figures 1-3. 

Referring to claim 26, Strong discloses the at least one surface is movable along a 
stationary wall - at 10 or 13, of the treatment section - see for example figure 1. 

Referring to claim 27, Strong discloses an edge of the at least one surface, that is 
proximal the wall - at 10 or 13, is situated at a distance from the wall - see for example figures 
1-3. 

Referring to claim 30, Strong discloses the treatment device comprises a feed device - at 
the first of items 12, for supplying a substance for treating products, wherein the feed device is 
arranged to at least partially in the space of the treatment section - see for example figures 1-3. 

Referring to claim 35, Strong discloses the treatment section comprises a rotatable drum 

- at 10,12,14, which defines the space - see figures 1-3, wherein the drum has an axis of rotation 
and a direction of rotation - see at 16-22 in figure 1 . 

Referring to claim 36, Strong discloses the treatment device comprises at least one blade 

- at 30,32, arranged in the space, wherein the at least one blade operates to cut products in the 
space in the direction of rotation - see for examples figures 1-2. Strong does not disclose the 
blade operates to cut products. However, it is deemed that the device - at items 30,32 of Strong 
are capable of cutting the meat product as seen in figure 2, where the items - at 30,32, has a free 
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edge which when moving into contact with a meat product can at least partially penetrate the 
meat product. 

Referring to claim 39, Strong discloses the discharge device - at 40,42,44, comprises a 
product-guiding part - at 44, of which is located outside the treatment section - see for example 
figure 3. 

Referring to claim 40, Strong discloses the product-guiding part is in the form of a gutter 
-see at 44 in figure 3. 

Referring to claim 41, Strong discloses the discharge device is capable when in its 
discharging position of discharging both the products and a substance - at M, for treating 
products from the space - see for example figure 3. 

Referring to claim 42, Strong discloses the discharge device is capable when in its 
discharging position - see figure 3, of discharging the products from the space - see figure 3, and 
returning a substance - at M, for treating products to the space - see for example figure 3. 

Referring to claim 43, Strong discloses the discharge device - at 10,14,40,42,44, is 
provided with perforations - see between 10,14 and 40,42 in figures 1 and 3. 

Referring to claim 44, Strong discloses the discharge device is capable when in its 
discharging position of discharging products - at C, from the space but not discharging a 
substance - at M, for treating products located in space - see at 10,14,30,32,40,42 in figures 1-3. 

Referring to claim 45, Strong discloses at least a part of a surface of the space of each 
treatment section - at 10,14,30,32,40,42, is provide with a profile - see for example figures 1-3. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6-7 and 16are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Strong 
as applied to claims 2 or 15 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,791,705 to 
Corominas. 

Referring to claim 6, Strong does not disclose the actuating device comprises a piston- 
cylinder unit. Corominas does disclose the actuating device - at 16, is a piston-cylinder unit. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of 
Strong and add the actuating device being a piston-cylinder unit of Corominas, so as to allow for 
the device to be automatically movable. 

Referring to claim 7, Strong does not disclose the actuating device comprises a cam track 
mechanism. Corominas does disclose the actuating device comprises a cam track mechanism - 
see at 12,20 in figures 1-2. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to take the device of Strong and add the actuating device comprising a cam track mechanism 
of Corominas, so as to allow for the device to be moved into different positions/orientations. 

Referring to claim 16, Strong does not disclose the bearing comprises a ring having a 
circumference along which at least one wheel moves. Corominas does disclose the bearing 
comprises a ring - at 20, having a circumference along which at least one wheel - at 12, moves - 
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see for example figure 2. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to take the device of Strong and add the bearing of Corominas, so as to allow for the device to be 
easily movable into different orientations. 

Claims 28-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Strong as 
applied to claim 26 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,836,099 to Thirode. 

Referring to claim 28, Strong does not disclose the at least one surface rotates about an 
axis of rotation and is pivotable about a hinge having a hinge axis, wherein the hinge axis is 
substantially parallel to the axis of rotation. Thirode does disclose the at least one surface rotates 
about an axis of rotation - see at 9, and is pivotable about a hinge - at 10-16, having a hinge axis, 
wherein the hinge axis is substantially parallel to the axis of rotation - see at 9 and where 16 
meets 12 in figures 1-2. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to take the device of Strong and add the hinge of Thirode, so as to allow for the device to be 
movable into differing positions during use. 

Referring to claim 29, Strong as modified by Thirode further discloses at least one spring 
member - at 1 6, is provided for biasing the at least one surface to a predetermined hinge position 
- see for example figures 1-2 of Thirode. 

Claim 31 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Strong as applied 
to claim 1 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,284,085 to Palm. Strong does not 
disclose at least one wall defining the space for accommodating the products, wherein the wall 
comprises perforations and a chamber positioned outside the space and adjacent to the wall 
wherein a treatment medium is supplied from the chamber into the space or discharged from the 
space into the chamber via the perforations. Palm does disclose at least one wall - at 9, defining 
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the space for accommodating the products - see between 8-9 and 1, wherein the wall comprises 
perforations - at 10. and a chamber - at the interior of 1, positioned outside the space and 
adjacent to the wall wherein a treatment medium - at 6, is supplied from the chamber into the 
space or discharged from the space into the chamber via the perforations - see for example figure 
1 . Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of 
Strong and add the wall with perforations of Palm, so as to allow a liquid to be introduced into 
the device for treating the meat product. 

Claim 32 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Strong as applied 
to claim 1 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,446,779 to Hubbard et al. Strong does 
not disclose a device for the transfer of heat via a peripheral wall of the space of the treatment 
section. Hubbard et al. does disclose a device for the transfer of heat - at 27, via a peripheral wall 
of the space of the treatment section - see for example figure 1 . Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Strong and add the heat transfer 
device of Hubbard et al., so as to allow for the environment inside the device to be controlled. 

Claims 33-34, 37-38 and 46-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Strong as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,214,518 to 
Petsche. 

Referring to claim 33, Strong does not disclose needles projecting into the space of the 
treatment section. Petsche does disclose needles - at 1 14, 1 16, projecting into the space of the 
treatment section - see for example figure 3. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Strong and add the needles of Petsche, so as to allow 
for the food product to be properly conditioned during use. 
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Referring to claim 34, Strong as modified by Petsche further discloses the needles can be 
moved in a controllable manner in their longitudinal direction - see for example figure 3 of 
Petsche. 

Referring to claim 37, Strong does not disclose the treatment device comprises a rotatable 
roller which is arranged in the space and the axis of rotation of the roller is parallel to the axis of 
rotation of the drum, which roller acts to massage deformable products. Petsche does disclose the 
treatment device comprises a rotatable roller - at 1 16which is arranged in the space and the axis 
of rotation of the roller is parallel to the axis of rotation of the drum - at 8,12, which roller acts to 
massage deformable products - see for example figures 1-3. Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Strong and add the rotatable roller 
of Petsche, so as to allow for the food product inside the device to be conditioned during use. 

Referring to claim 38, Strong as modified by Petsche further discloses the roller is 
provided with grooves on its outer surface - see for example figure 9 of Petsche. 

Referring to claim 46, Strong does not disclose different treatment sections are formed in 
a common space, provision being made for a removable treatment device and removable 
partitions between the different treatment sections. Petsche does disclose different treatment 
sections are formed in a common space, provision being made for a removable treatment device 
- at 1 14, 1 16, and removable partitions - see proximate 128, 134 in figure 9, between the 
different treatment sections. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to take the device of Strong and add the removable treatment device of Petsche, so as to 
facilitate maintenance and cleaning of the device. 
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Referring to claim 47, Strong does not disclose the at least one treatment device has a 
wall which is at least partly removable. Petsche discloses the at least one treatment device - at 
114, 116 of Petsche, has a wall which is at least partly removable - see for example proximate 
128 and 134 of figure 9. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to take the device of Strong and add the removable treatment device of Petsche, so as to facilitate 
maintenance and cleaning of the device. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-47 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David J. Parsley whose telephone number is (571) 272-6890. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8am to 4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Poon can be reached on (571) 272-6891 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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